The Minimum Competences in Non-surgical Oncology that Medical Students Need to Acquire in Order to be Safe Foundation Year 1 (F1) Doctors: A Delphi Survey.
To develop a consensus on the minimum competences in non-surgical oncology that medical students need to acquire in order to be safe Foundation Year 1 (F1) doctors. A two-round Delphi survey was conducted by e-mail with an expert panel of 24 consultant oncologists who had expressed an interest in undergraduate education. The response rate to round 1, which asked panellists to list the competences they thought were important, was 50%. The competences they generated contained 86 different concepts. These were categorised according to the learning outcomes in Tomorrow's Doctors. The panellists were then asked to rate the importance of each proposed competence between 1 and 9 on a Likert scale to give a measure of the perceived importance and consensus. The panellists generated competences in all the main categories of learning outcomes in Tomorrow's Doctors. The scores were highest and the consensus greatest for those competences related to the doctor as a practitioner and the doctor as a professional. The Delphi survey was an effective method of obtaining the judgement of an expert panel and in measuring the degree of consensus. The results of the survey were valuable in informing the design of a UK non-surgical oncology curriculum.